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Diary Dates
AUG
Thur 5

The Magic of Animation
Excursion - Yr 3

Fri 6

Assembly - 2:45pm

Tue 10

Policy, Education &
Communication SubCommittee Meeting 7:15pm

Wed 11

Book Week Guest
Speaker: Yr3 - Yr6

Fri 13

Yr 4 Hoop Time
Book Week Performance

Tues 17

Senior School Hoop Time

Fri 20

PUPIL FREE DAY

Mon 23

Kew District Athletics

Thur 26

Father’s Day Stall

Fri 27

Assembly - 2:45pm

Kew PS 03 9853 8325
kew.ps@education.vic.gov.au
www.kewps.vic.edu.au
www.OSHClub.com.au

Message from the Principal
It is a great feeling to have our students and staff returning to school after
another challenging couple of weeks here in Victoria. I would like to
personally thank all of our students who continued to do their best during
the online sessions and to all of the parents and carers who supported the
program. Our thoughts and best wishes go out to all of those families
who continue to be affected by COVID-19 here in our state and beyond.
Kew Primary School has completed another round of remote and flexible
learning as a result of the most recent lockdown that took place in Victoria
from the 16th July to the 27th July 2021. The staff did a very good job
moving quickly from onsite to online learning and this is a credit to the
collective planning work that the staff did prior to the lock down
beginning. The school focus was on providing continuous learning
programs for students in literacy, numeracy, units of inquiry and specialist
programs. The learning sessions took place on MS Teams throughout the
school day with students working in cohort, class and small group settings
on a range of topics. Additional support was provided to students by the
Enrichment, Specialist and Integration staffing teams. In addition, the
school ran an onsite learning program for children of essential service
workers and those deemed vulnerable under the DET guidelines.

The staff will continue to support those students who will not be able to
return to school on the 28th of July due to being in quarantine beyond the
scheduled return to onsite learning date. The goal will be to provide these
students with learning tasks and resources and rebuild connection with
peers and staff.
I just wanted to remind everyone that children under 12 years of age and
students at primary school are not required to wear face masks when at
school, or when attending an OSHC program. Face masks are mandatory
however for all school students aged 12 or older on public transport and
when in taxis or ride-share vehicles. This includes travelling to and from
school on public transport or in a vehicle with others not from your
household.

Term Dates 2021
Term 1: 28 Jan - 1 April
Term 2: 19 Apr - 25 June
Term 3: 12 July - 17 Sept
Term 4: 4 Oct - 17 Dec

The 2021 3 Way Conferences scheduled for Tuesday 20th July 2021 were
cancelled due to the recent lock down. The aim is to reschedule this
important program to a later date when there is greater certainty about
when it can be held safely.
A reminder that the next scheduled date for 2022 School Tours will be
Wednesday 11th August at 10.00am for families hoping to come along
and see our school at work.

Like many of you I am a big fan of the Olympics and have been enjoying many of the sporting events during this
most recent lock down period. At the time of writing this article it was exciting to hear that Ariarne Titmus had just
won her second gold medal in the pool in the 200-meter freestyle. Many of our students will be keen to find out
more about the Olympics and in particular our Australian Olympic Team, For a whole lot of Primary School
Student friendly online resources I would suggest you visit the Department of Education website FUSE for a whole
lot of fantastic learning resources.
Pete deWacht
Principal
Kew Primary School

Message from the Assistant Principal
REMOTE LEARNING
It has been so great to see smiley faces walk through the gate on Wednesday and it brought a smile to my face
when I saw 3 students run towards each other, hugging each other and jumping in joy in a circle when they saw
each other.
I echo Pete’s message and thank our staff for the diligent manner in which they quickly and efficiently switched to
remote learning during the lockdown. The collegiate planning, teaching and collective efficacy that occurs in our
school enables a seamless transition when we have to go into lockdown.
Thank you to the families that have juggled work commitments, family and their child/ren learning during the
remote learning period. I am also very thankful to our students for virtually participating in the lessons day after
day. We know they prefer to be face-to-face and learn from their peers and teachers in the classroom; however,
under the circumstances, they showed great resilience and adaptability.
I am also very impressed how our staff have switched back to face-to-face
learning whilst still teaching the students who are impacted by the 14-day
isolation. I experienced the professionalism and flexibility of the staff
firsthand when I visited the year 5 teachers in action with this hybrid model:
students in the classroom and students on MS Teams participating in the
same lesson. We haven’t had to deliver the hybrid model before since
students had been able to return back to school once lockdown had been
lifted and our staff have again adapted and learned on the spot.
Our thoughts are with those families having to self-isolate and we
understand that it has not been easy. We send positive thoughts your way!

Caitlin facilitating the students learning from home so
that they can see the teachers and the instructions

CONNECTING LEARNING WITH THE COMMUNITY
The Unit of Inquiry in Years 5 and 6 has an Indigenous focus this term and The Year 5 and 6
students are exploring biographies as part of their Literacy lessons. They virtually
interviewed Shelley Ware so that they could write her biography and she inspired the
students to follow their dreams.
Shelley was a staff member at KPS and jumps at the opportunity to connect Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander History and culture into classrooms. Our Year 5 and 6 students are
very fortunate to have spent time with Shelley as she has a very busy schedule and we are
grateful for her time and passion.
This is what Bailey, Max M & Maxi from Year 6 said:
“On Microsoft Teams we had a guest speaker Shelley Ware who gave the Year 5/6's a talk about her life and career.
She taught us about her success, the challenges, and how to keep working on your dreams. She talked about how
she won the Fujitsu Woman of the Year Award in 2019 and left us all inspired. We interviewed Shelley because our
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Unit of Inquiry is about Indigenous Australians and their culture. We are also learning about biographies, so we will
be using the information Shelley gave us to write one about her”.

Have a safe end of week and weekend.
See you all around the yard.
Peggy Mourelatos
Assistant Principal
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